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ball complex is light years
ahead of what Clippers fans
had been accustomed to.
While the best standing view
at the Coop was either in the
concession line watching on
TV or peering around columns in general-admission
seats, Huntington Park defines itself by its non-seating
capacity.
Miguel Olmedo, a Dayton
resident whose son, Ray,
played for the Clippers last
season, came to his second
game at Huntington Park
last week. His first stop was
not the concession stand or
his seat, but the decorative
fountains behind the wall in
center field so his 17-monthold grandson could splash
around.
“(The park) is a lot more
family-oriented, I think,”
Olmedo said. “When I came
the first time I wasn’t with
(my grandson) and I saw the
stuff for the kids. … It gives
me another reason to come
out.”
Olmedo later made his
way to his seat behind the
dugout for the game. Many
fans are taking advantage of
having such freedom to
roam, which wasn’t so easily
done in the old ballpark.
“It’s more social than
(being here) just for the
baseball game,” Columbus
resident Mike Kaylor said,
enjoying his view from the
Roosters restaurant in left
field. “I’ve talked to some
friends who have said the
same thing. It’s more of a
gathering place.”
Crowds gather in and
around the left-field building
— from the picnic patio and
bleachers on the first level,
to the balconies in the second-floor Hall of Fame Bar,
to the Wrigley Field-feel of
the rooftop bleachers. Those
who come on the right night
can hear music drifting over
from Lifestyles Communities
Pavilion, mixing among the
usual chatter of vendors and
fans.
“The Blue Jackets were the
thing to do when it was cold
out,” said longtime Columbus resident Doug Bender,
who grew up going to games
at Cooper Stadium. “This is
the place to go when you’re
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Bleacher-seat ticket holders often show up early to grab a comfortable piece of lawn in left-center field, like these folks
waiting for the start of a Clippers game against the Louisville Bats.

ON THE WEB
 See more photos of fans
visiting Huntington Park at
Dispatch.com/multimedia.

looking for something to do
on a nice summer night.
“Here they have (places)
where you can just sit and
relax and have dinner and
just kind of make an evening
of it, rather than just watch
baseball. It blends everything together well.”
It’s like a miniature majorleague park, without the
upper decks but with an
open-air intimacy.
“It’s minor-league, but it’s
still triple-A, you know?”
Olmedo said. “It gives the
ballplayers a feel, and the
fans as well, but it’s not a
major-league park. … A
couple suites and restaurants, but it still has that
minor-league feel.”
There are those who miss
the historical nature of the
Clippers’ septuagenarian
former home, but the prevailing feeling about Huntington Park is excitement.
“I just don’t know who
could complain about it,”

said 45-year Columbus resident Hugh Davies, who has
been going to games most of
his life. “I know that there
are probably some people
on the West Side who are
(angry) about it moving, but
other than that, I don’t know
who could have a problem
with it. It’s great.”

Mom denied control
of Jackson’s estate
utors, musical executive John
McClain and lawyer John
Branca, do not need KatheLOS ANGELES TIMES
rine Jackson’s permission to
hammer out contracts, but
LOS ANGELES — In shifthe would consider her opining control of Michael Jackions of deals before signing
son’s estate away from his
off on them.
mother, a Superior Court
“I didn’t appoint Katherine
judge took the unusual step
Jackson as a co-administrator
of ordering the newly emand I am not saying she has
powered administrators to
to approve everything. . . . I’m
consult with Katherine Jackjust trying to open up that
son on any major business
free flow of information,”
decisions.
said Beckloff.
Judge Mitchell Beckloff
After the hearing, an atsaid that until an Aug. 3 heartorney for Jackson’s parents
ing, when long-term control
said he was “relatively
of the estate will be adpleased” with the outcome of
dressed, such deals require
the approval of the court and the proceeding. But in papers
filed yesterday, Katherine
input from the performer’s
79-year-old mother. Michael Jackson’s attorneys argued
that she is best-positioned to
Jackson’s 2002 will indicated
he wanted the men to admin- oversee her son’s estate because she is the only one who
ister his estate; Katherine
has consistently and directly
Jackson says she should be
been involved with his busiadministrator.
ness affairs.
The judge said the exec-

By Harriet Ryan
and Victoria Kim

The one thing the new
park doesn’t have: empty
seats. Actually, on most
game nights there are plenty
of unoccupied chairs, but
the fans aren’t necessarily
absent. Instead, they may be

relaxing at the Hall of Fame
Bar, lying on the grassy knoll
in center or watching their
kids splash through the
fountains. On weekends,
reserved and box seats can
be nearly impossible to

come by, even by calling in
advance.
The Clippers lead all of
minor-league baseball with
an average attendance of
9,347 entering tonight’s
home game against Indianapolis. Columbus is one of
only two minor-league
teams in the country averaging more than 9,000 fans per
game.
Through 39 of 72 home
games, the team’s overall
attendance is far past the
halfway point of its all-time
record, 584,010, set in 1990.
“Everyone has their individual position or viewpoint
on what they enjoy,” Clippers general manager Ken
Schnacke said. “Some people want to sit in their seats
and concentrate on every
pitch, and other people want
the game as ambience or
background. We’ve given the
option to choose any and all
of these.”
It’s an atmosphere that
makes it easy to forget
there’s actually a game going
on.
“You don’t mind spending
your taxes on this,” Willette
said, pointing out to the field
from the Hall of Fame Bar.
“This is a very relaxing, casual way to do something, and
we don’t even know the score
of the game.”
zswartz@dispatch.com
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Hearing tests Set for
Senior Citizens
Announcement - Free
electronic hearing tests will be
given daily from 9am to 5pm.
The tests have been
arranged for anyone who
suspects they are not hearing
clearly. People who generally
feel they can hear but cannot
understand words clearly are
encouraged to come in for the
test, which uses the latest
electronic equipment.
Everyone, especially
those over 55, should have a
test once a year if they have
trouble hearing words clearly.
Demonstrations of the latest
devices to improve clarity
of speech will be programmed
using a computer to your
particular needs - on the
spot - after the tests.
You can see (and
HEAR) for yourself if
newly-developed methods of
correction will help you
understand words better. You
can decide if you are one of
those in the majority that can
be helped. Tests will be
performed by an Avada
state-licensed Clinician at
three convenient Columbus
locations. Call for your
appointment:

888-561-4788
www.avada.com
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K12 gets kids thinking big.
It’s what happens when they get to take soil
samples. Plant seeds. Study earthworms. All
in their own backyards.
That’s thanks to K12 and our award-winning
curriculum, individualized to bring learning alive,
one child at a time. Every subject is delivered
online, with hands-on experiments, plus books
and support from expert teachers.

when kids get into
learning, learning
gets into them.
Options include:
• Full-time, tuition-free public schooling in many states
• An accredited online private school available worldwide
• Over 150 courses including foreign languages,
AP, and electives available for direct purchase
We’re America’s largest online curriculum provider
for grades K through 12. Because we give every
student a chance to think big.
Learn more at

For Dispatch Subscribers Only

K12.com.
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Interested in a tuition-free online public school option
for your child? The K12 program is available through the
Ohio Virtual Academy, a full-time online public school for
grades K-12 that offers state-licensed teachers, a vibrant
school community, and a range of extracurricular activities.

JULY 31, AUGUST 1 & 2 - 2009

EWE
HERD?

The first day of school is August 17, but it’s not too
late to make a change in your child’s education for
2009-2010. Discover what thousands of Ohio parents
already know—that the Ohio Virtual Academy gives kids
an exceptional education. Learn more at an upcoming
event. See a full listing at K12.com/oh.
Named Parent’s Choice WINNER for Best PUBLIC HIGH
SCHOOL IN OHIO by Business Week and GreatSchools.net

Think you know all there is to know about
the Dublin Irish Festival? You’ve heard wrong.
See real sheep herding in action then discover
the best of Irish food, sports, art and culture.
Go to DublinIrishFestival.org to see all the
activities and to customize and download
your own schedule.

Learn more at an Ohio Virtual Academy event
47/8, Grove City

www.K12.com/oh
866.339.9074

DublinIrishFestival.org
Visit dispatch.com/rewards for your chance to win tickets to the festival.
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